
HHS 12th Grade AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment 
(for students entering their senior year) 

 
Welcome readers and writers to Senior AP Literature! We look forward to working with you during 
the next school year. As part of this course, students will read a work of fiction and complete an AP 
Book Sheet for the summer reading assignment. 
 
Due to the circumstances of the Coronavirus, it is optional that students read and complete the AP 
Book Sheet during the summer. We believe that reading one of the books below and completing the 
summer reading assignment over the summer will help support your student’s transition to the next 
grade level.  
 
NOTE: All students will have two weeks to read one of these books at the beginning of the school 
year and to complete the AP Book Sheet assignment.  Beginning the book over the summer will 
help them get ahead.  
 
 
Senior Teacher Contact Info. 
 
Ms. Robinson can be reached at ashley.robinson@hayscisd.net 
Ms. O’Dell (English Department Chair) can be reached at melissa.odell@hayscisd.net 
 
 
Communication 
 
Information regarding summer reading has been communicated through English III and AP Language 
& Composition classrooms.  
 
The assignment information is also available to the community on the Hays High School website, 
Facebook, and Twitter.  Our principal, David Pierce, will email parents reminders throughout the 
summer. 
 
 
Skill Purpose Context Information 
 
The academic research-based study, “Stop Summer Reading Loss” revealed that there is significant 
growth in students who participated in summer reading programs that utilized student selected books 
and taught comprehension skills or strategies to increase a student’s understanding. Also, PISA 
(Program for International Student Assessment) revealed that one of the top two predictors of reading 
achievement was the use of a reading strategy to understand the text; Hays CISD secondary ELAR 
teachers are committed to providing a summer reading product that focuses on thinking and processing 
content while reading. 
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Skill Focus Purpose Statement  
 
In Hays CISD, students will use metacognitive reading skills in order to reflect on understanding an 
author’s message (E4Fig.19A).  
 
Additionally, in AP Literature & Composition, students will focus on literary analyses, literary 
criticism, social commentary within texts, timed writing, research, and revising & editing. There is also 
a heavy emphasis on small group and class discussions of texts. 
 
 
The Books  
 
Please note that some of the books on these lists may contain mature language, situations, and themes. 
We strongly encourage parents and/or guardians to preview the books.  
 
While the Lexile Framework is a scientific way to match reader with text considered the right level of 
challenge, the Lexile Framework does not take into account student interest and literary merit. We 
strongly encourage parents and/or guardians to consider readability, interest, and literary merit when 
helping students choose books.  
 
Several of the texts on the AP reading list are considered recommended readings that have been 
featured on the AP Literature Exam as well as on college entrance exams; these texts are intended to 
move student reading progress toward college and career readiness.  
 
Select one of the following books. Any non-abridged edition will suffice. Students will need continued 
access to their chosen novel during the first month of the school year.  
 
 
All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy (940L)   ISBN: 9780679744399 
The national bestseller and the first volume in Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy, All the Pretty 
Horses is the tale of John Grady Cole, who at sixteen finds himself at the end of a long line of Texas 
ranchers, cut off from the only life he has ever imagined for himself. With two companions, he sets off 
for Mexico on a sometimes idyllic, sometimes comic journey to a place where dreams are paid for in 
blood. 

 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (1400L)    ISBN: 9780679732761 
The nameless narrator of the novel describes growing up in a black community in the South, attending 
a Negro college from which he is expelled, moving to New York and becoming the chief spokesman of 
the Harlem branch of "the Brotherhood," and retreating amid violence and confusion to the basement 
lair of the Invisible Man he imagines himself to be.  
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (1040L)     ISBN: 9780486424491 or 1503278190 
Orphaned at an early age, Jane Eyre, leads a lonely life until she finds a position as a governess at 
Thornfield Hall. There she meets the mysterious Mr. Rochester and sees a ghostly woman who roams 
the halls at night. What is the sinister secret that threatens Jane and her new found happiness?  

 
Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden (1000L)        ISBN: 0679781587 



Speaking to us with the wisdom of age and in a voice at once haunting and startlingly immediate, Nitta 
Sayuri tells the story of her life as a geisha. It begins in a poor fishing village in 1929, when, as a 
nine-year-old girl with unusual blue-gray eyes, she is taken from her home and sold into slavery to a 
renowned geisha house. We witness her transformation as she learns the rigorous arts of the geisha: 
dance and music; wearing kimono, elaborate makeup, and hair; pouring sake to reveal just a touch of 
inner wrist; competing with a jealous rival for men's solicitude and the money that goes with it. In 
Memoirs of a Geisha, we enter a world where appearances are paramount; where a girl's virginity is 
auctioned to the highest bidder; where women are trained to beguile the most powerful men; and where 
love is scorned as illusion. 

 
Beowulf: A New Verse Translation (Bilingual Edition, 1st Edition) by Seamus Heaney (1090L) 
ISBN: 9780393320978 
Composed toward the end of the first millennium, Beowulf is the elegiac narrative of the adventures of 
Beowulf, a Scandinavian hero who saves the Danes from the seemingly invincible monster Grendel 
and, later, from Grendel's mother. He then returns to his own country and dies in old age in a vivid 
fight against a dragon. The poem is about encountering the monstrous, defeating it, and then having to 
live on in the exhausted aftermath.  
 
Wuthering Heights by Charlotte Brontë (880L)  ISBN: 978-0141439556 
Lockwood, the new tenant of Thrushcross Grange, situated on the bleak Yorkshire moors, is forced to 
seek shelter one night at Wuthering Heights, the home of his landlord. There he discovers the history 
of the tempestuous events that took place years before. What unfolds is the tale of the intense love 
between the gypsy foundling Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw. Catherine, forced to choose between 
passionate, tortured Heathcliff and gentle, well-bred Edgar Linton, surrendered to the expectations of 
her class. As Heathcliff's bitterness and vengeance at his betrayal is visited upon the next generation, 
their innocent heirs must struggle to escape the legacy of the past. 
 
The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) by William Shakespeare (1050L)  
ISBN: 1439191166 
In The Merchant of Venice, the path to marriage is hazardous. To win Portia, Bassanio must pass a test 
prescribed by her father’s will, choosing correctly among three caskets or chests. If he fails, he may 
never marry at all. Bassanio and Portia also face a magnificent villain, the moneylender Shylock. In 
creating Shylock, Shakespeare seems to have shared in a widespread prejudice against Jews. Shylock 
would have been regarded as a villain because he was a Jew. Yet he gives such powerful expression to 
his alienation due to the hatred around him that, in many productions, he emerges as the hero. Portia is 
most remembered for her disguise as a lawyer, Balthazar, especially the speech in which she urges 
Shylock to show mercy that “droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Assignment:  
 
Students may receive a grade for the assignment after the second week of school. Other assignments 
regarding summer reading may be assigned after the second week of school. 
 
On the following page, you will find a copy of our AP Book Sheet assignment. A rubric follows, and 
there is an example of a completed AP Book Sheet task on the last page of this packet. 
 
You will complete the AP Book Sheet in full for most of the major readings we focus on throughout 
the school year. The assignment is designed to help you process what you have learned about the novel 
in preparation for more careful study (timed writings, long-form papers, roundtable discussions, etc.). 
It also requires you to revise information down to the most significant details while still providing a 
clear and thorough analysis of elements such as style devices and themes.  
 
The AP Book Sheet will also be an invaluable review tool for you as you prepare for the AP Exam in 
the spring, so do your future self a favor and be diligent in your efforts now. The payoff will be both 
immediate and long-term. 

 
Citations: Offer an MLA formatted Work Cited specific to your text and accurate internal citations. 
Please do not use citation generators as they tend to omit or misplace key components. Consult Library 
Resources at Valencia College for citing sources in MLA format 
(http://valenciacollege.edu/library/mla-apa-chicago-guides/) and the Purdue Online Writing Lab 
(https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) for help. Be sure to double-check formatting for 
things such as punctuation and italicized words.  
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AP Novel Review/Summer Reading Assignment 
You will be making an original book sheet for your novel.  

 
Format Requirements: 
  
- The sheet (one side of one sheet only!) must be typed: 10pt or 12pt Times New Roman font, 1” margins, single spaced 

(make sure it isn’t set at 1.15, and check that before & after spacing is set to 0pt), left aligned. 
- Number 1-9 down the left-hand margin of your paper, and fill in the corresponding information about your novel based 

upon the requirements listed below. 
- All work must be original. Any instance of plagiarism will result in a zero and a referral for academic dishonesty. 
  
Content Requirements: 
 
1. MLA citation for the novel, properly formatted  
 
2. Title (in italics), author’s name, author’s nationality, and the book’s year of original publication 
  
3. Setting(s) – both place(s) and time(s) 
  
4. Point of view used in the novel – 

- First-person point of view: Be sure to identify that person. Is s/he a participant in the story or just a reporter/observer? 
- Third-person point of view: Identify the type. Is it omniscient? Limited omniscient? (If so, identify the one person 

whose thoughts we know.) Objective? (also known as dramatic . . . This narrator isn’t a participant in the story, but is 
rather a reporter/observer.) 

- Remember that sometimes point of view shifts in the story, and/or there are multiple POVs included; if these are the 
cases, be sure to make note of all POVs. 

  
5. Character IDs – Identify the most important characters in the literary work; don’t just list their names. Some books have 

lots of important characters, so you may have a fairly lengthy list; however, don’t write down every single character in 
the work! These identifications should help you remember the characters a long time after you’ve read the text. Next to 
each character’s name, include a very brief listing of his/her primary role in the novel. 

  
6. Summary – Don’t make it too brief, or it won’t be helpful later. Also, don’t be so philosophical and general that details 

of the plot are lost. 
  
7. Stylistic techniques – List at least two different style techniques the author uses in the novel, and give at least two 

examples (including page numbers) for each of those techniques. 
  
8. Motifs & Themes – List at least two motifs (recurring topics, ideas, etc.) which appear over the course of the novel; then 

write at least two declarative thematic sentences stating what universal truths the text makes about those motifs (theme 
is a universal message applicable to anyone, anywhere in the world, and not restricted to the novel or particular group or 
timeframe). Use the motifs as your starting point for the thematic statements. 

- Hints: Don’t be simplistic or trite (as in “War affects everybody and everything.” “Love conquers all.”). A thematic 
statement is NOT a directive/order (such as “Be kind to your parents.” “Don’t trust anyone over 30.”). 

  
9. Quotations from the text – Write at least two quotations, including page numbers. If the words were actually spoken by 

someone, specify the speaker. Write one sentence per quote noting its significance.  
 
  



 AP Book Sheet Rubric 
 
(The typed assignment will be turned in on Canvas; students will create Canvas accounts during the first week of school.) 

  
Criteria 

  
Ratings 

  
Points 

  
Required Parts 

  
40.0 pts 
Full Marks 
Every 
requirement 
is met. 

  
30.0 pts 
Some 
Most required 
elements are 
included (more than 
half). 

  
  15.0 pts 
  A Little Bit 
 Less than half of the  
 requirements are met. 

  
  
  
  

40.0 
pts 

  
Analysis/ 
Evaluation 

  
40.0 pts 
Full Marks 
Thorough, 
insightful, 
nuanced, close 
attention to 
detail. These 
reveal a deeper 
reading and 
understanding 
of the text. 

  
35.0 pts 
Most 
Thorough 
though meets 
the basic 
requirements 
without the 
same close 
attention to 
detail and/or 
demonstration 
of depth of 
understanding 
and nuances. 

  
25.0 pts 
Some 
Meets the 
basic 
requirements 
in a 
perfunctory 
and/or 
superficial 
manner. 

  
5.0 pts  
Not Really 
Basic 
requirements 
of the 
assignment 
are not met. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

40.0 
pts 

  
Format 

  
 

  
20.0 pts  
Full Marks 
All formatting 
requirements 
are met. 

  
16.0 pts  
Most 
Minor formatting 
errors and/or 
omissions. 

  
 7.0 pts 
 A Little Bit 
Obvious and/or multiple 
formatting errors. 

  
  
  
  
  

20.0 
pts 

                                                                                                                                      Total Points Possible:   100.0 

         



  Example of an AP Book Sheet  
 

1. Austen, Jane and Seth Grahame-Smith. Pride and Prejudice and Zombies. Quirk, 2009.   
2. Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, by Seth Grahame-Smith, an American author; published in 2009. 
3. The novel is set in several places such as Longbourn, Netherfield Park, Rosings Park, and Pemberley in early nineteenth 
century England. 
4. The novel is narrated in third person limited omniscient. It usually is narrated by Elizabeth but sometimes tells us the 
thoughts and feelings of other characters. 
5. [Characters] 

a. Elizabeth Bennet- The main character who cares more about killing zombies than finding a husband. She stands up  
    for herself and goes against societal expectations. 
b. Mr. Darcy- A wealthy man who is too prideful due to his upper class rank and the high amount of zombies he’s  
    killed. 
c. Mrs. Bennet- Even though they are in the midst of the zombie apocalypse, she is desperate to marry her daughters  
    off. She is sometimes oblvivous to what she is saying. 
d. Mr. Bennet- Mr. Bennet cares more about training his daughters in ancient Kyoto style, rather than marrying them  
    off. He is very sarcastic towards Mrs. Bennet. 
e. Jane Bennet- The oldest sister who is very kind. She tries to see the best in people and is shy.  
f.  Mr. Bingley- A sweet, respectful man who is best friends with Mr. Darcy. However, he is not skilled in killing  
    zombies. He fancies Jane. 
g. Mr. Wickham- He wasted all of Mr. Darcy's money, so he had to join the zombie militia. He is a liar and a bachelor. 
h. Lydia Bennet- Lydia cares more about boys than defending herself against zombies. She runs away with Mr.  
    Wickham. 

6. When Mr. Bingley moves in to Netherfield Park, Mrs. Bennet is eager to marry her daughters off, even in the midst of a 
zombie apocalypse. The main character, Elizabeth, is a fierce warrior when it comes to killing unmentionables and when 
speaking her mind. When she meets prideful zombie killer, Mr. Darcy, she immediately dislikes him due to his rude like 
manner. Eventually, Mr. Darcy proposes to Elizabeth, but she refuses, because Darcy ruined the marriage of Jane and Mr. 
Bingley. Mr. Darcy writes a letter to Elizabeth and she realizes that she has held a prejudice against Darcy the whole time. 
Darcy realizes that he has been too prideful, which has hurt Elizabeth. In the end, they get married, happily killing zombies 
forever. 
7. [Style Devices] 

a. Imagery: 
i. “It was a large, handsome stone building, made to resemble the grandest palaces of Kyoto, and backed by a ridge 
of high woody hills” (124). 
ii. “Their flesh was in varying degrees of putrefaction; the freshly stricken were slightly green and pliant, whereas 
the longer dead were grey and brittle-their eyes and tongues long since turned to dust, and their lips pulled back 
into everlasting skeletal smiles.” (6). 

b. Irony: 
i.“It is a truth universally acknowledged that a zombie in possession of brains must be in want of more brains” (1). 
ii."In vain I have struggled. It will not do. My feelings will not be repressed. You must allow me to tell you how 
ardently I admire and love you." (96). 

8. [Motifs] Pride, Prejudice, love, social class, feminism, marriage, expectations 
a. [Theme} Too much pride can not only hurt you, but all the people around you. 
b. [Theme] Holding a prejudice against someone blinds us from their true character.  

9. [Quotes portion] 
a. “A person may be proud without being vain. Pride relates more to our opinion of ourselves, vanity to what we would                      
have others think of us” (10). In this quote Mary is setting up the theme of pride that is displayed throughout the novel. 
b. “I would much prefer their minds to be engaged in the deadly arts than clouded with dreams of marriage and fortune, 
as your own so clearly is!” (2). This quote proves that Mr. Bennet cares for the safety of his daughters, not if they get 
married. 


